To: Durham and Orange County Non-Profit Service Agencies

1-10-10

I am writing to introduce you to a new Retreat Center at the old Murphey School in Orange County. As some of you may know this historic school, auditorium and teacherage has been under renovation since April of ’08.  Phase one, the renovation of the teacherage, is completed and the Mental Health Agency in Orange County has been in occupancy since the spring.  In June of ’09 the entire property was entered into the National Register of Historic Places.   Phase Two, the historic renovations of the school and auditorium, continues and we anticipate opening this facility in Summer 2010.
The Mission of the new Shared Visions Retreat Center will be to assist non-profit service agencies in Orange and Durham counties as an ongoing program of the Shared Visions Foundation. The space includes a 2500 sq. ft. auditorium that will be used for workshops, speaker meetings and fundraisers.  These events will be held mostly on the weekends but some weekdays will be available.  There is additional space for a large boardroom and a warming kitchen.  Finally, there will be space for up to three small nonprofit agencies in some of the old classrooms.  Each of these rooms is approximately 600 sq. ft. and can be made available to an existing or emerging organization that supports and brings services to the Durham and Orange County community.  A nominal fee will be charged for the use of the classroom spaces and the auditorium to offset the cost of utilities and maintenance of the building and grounds.
In addition to introducing many of you to this new space, we ask you to be in touch if you are interested in holding a program at the Murphey School.  We are eager to speak with organizations who are interested in using the classroom spaces. 
We look forward to a mix of programs and activities that will enrich the vibrant service community we have and continue to build in the Durham/Orange County area. Until our website is updated and ready to use for scheduling,  please feel free to contact me directly at 919-616-2190 about potential uses, especially with regard to the spaces that will be available as a potential new home for a valuable community agency.
